The Hon, Wayne Swan MP, Treasurer,

I support the campaign of the NEMBC and its lobbying of the federal government for an additional $2.3 million to provide a total core funding of $5.3 million to ethnic broadcasters for content production. 

The $2.3 million increase covers over 100 radio stations and there are over 1,000 separate ethnic and multicultural programs. Each language program represents a community and each program has dozens of people that work on the production team.

Content Production

The reason for the additional funding is that there has been a substantial increase since 1996 in radio stations and programming. The growth of community broadcasting stations has meant an actual decline in the per hour rate for program content production (from $48 per hour in 1996 to $35.35 in 2007/8). The joint submission recommends an additional amount of $2.5 million for ethnic broadcasters (including money for indigenous and print handicapped programmers who receive the same funding) to bring funding back to 1996 levels.
Ethnic community broadcasters are producers of local programs which match Australian standards. It is in the best interests of government and all Australians to have a strong, democratic multicultural ethnic community broadcasting sector, with funding and support proportionally comparable to the ABC.
The National Ethnic and Multicultural Broadcaster’s Council

Areas requiring additional funding include:
Training

With the demise of the Australian Ethnic Radio Training Project (AERTP) in 2004, which provided over $200,000 per year, the NEMBC seeks a similar amount for dedicated training for ethnic community broadcasters.

Infrastructure

Current infrastructure for community broadcasters is often outdated and inadequate, with 207 radio stations having been in operation for more than a decade. The sector urgently requires funding for infrastructure renewal.

Sector Coordination and Planning

Funding is required to improve staffing in representative organisations, such as the NEMBC, and to support the creation of a Strategic Planning and Development Unit (SPDU)

Please give ethnic community broadcasting a FAIR GO and listen to our voices.

Kind regards,
