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Retirement:

By Dr Jay Weerawardena,
former Convenor, Sri Lankan
Group of Radio 4EB

After a distinguished career
spanning for more than 40
years of commercial and non-
commercial radio and television
work on both sides of the Tas-
man which includes 15 years as
a trainer with the Radio 4EB,
Robert Taylor will be retiring on
11" March this year. For all
those associated with the Radio
4EB, this news will undoubtedly
evoke mixed feelings. We are
surely going to miss him. From
his perspective, one can under-
stand his decision to ‘hang up
his boots’ when he thinks it's
time.

A couple of days ago, | met
Robert at the radio station. He
was running up the stairs. He
paused for a moment, laughed,
and said — ‘not bad for a sixty
five year old, eh?’ He continued
to Studio 3 where his students
were waiting. On reflection, this
is what Robert has enjoyed do-
ing — developing competent ra-
dio programmers and panel op-
erators. For all those who un-
derwent his training and gained
accreditation either as a pro-
grammer or a panel operator
will agree that he has been an
excellent teacher and his train-
ing sessions have been infor-
mative and enjoyable. Knowing
that young and highly motivated
newcomers will end up in ‘no go
areas’, in their quest for creativ-
ity, his training modules always
started with a discussion on le-
gal boundaries of community
radio programming. After com-
pletion of modules, everyone
would nervously sit with him for
the panel-operating test. At the
end of the day everyone knew
that no one had failed this test,
but at the same no one got his
approval without reaching the
required competence.

As we know, Robert’s training
sessions involved using a panel,
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Robert Taylor, Trainer Par Excellence

Robert Taylor with his last class at Radio 4EB

writing and reading news, inter-
viewing and constructing radio
programs. Working and training
people from over 50 different cul-
tures with varying abilities of

‘RUNLQJ DQG WUDLQLQ

IURP RYHU GLIIHUHQW
FXOWXUHV ZLWK YDU\LQ
RI (QIOLVK ODQJXDJH 5H

FRPPXQLFDWH KLV PH
DFURVV GLIIHUHQW FXO
ERXQGDULHV

English language, Robert had
the uncanny ability to communi-
cate his message across differ-
ent cultural boundaries.

He has a very colourful career
history and | will highlight some
of them below.

Robert Edward Taylor was born
in London in 1944 and migrated
to New Zealand in 1951. He
moved to Queensland 1994 and
became an Australian Citizen in
1996. From a very young age
Robert studied drama in New
Zealand and pursued a career in

theatre appearing on stage as a
young man with an even younger Kiri
Te Kanawa, the now famous opera
singer.

In Britain on a working holiday he
met television actor, producer and
wrnter Eric Sykes who convinced
Robert that his voice would be suited
for racio anc <o followed a long and
distinquished career in radio and
television culminating in the Queen’s
Service Medal, (QSM) awarded for
3ervices to public broadcasting and
conservation in New Zealand.

Robert has worked for commercial
and non-commercial radio and televi-
sion stations in New Zealand, West-
ern Australia and Queensland for
over 40 years, including a three-year
stint with the ABC in Perth and 22
years with the National Radio in New
Zealand where he received several
awards for program excellence.

In addition, Robert has conducted
training programs at the Griffith Uni-
versity’s Department of Linguistics,
training students from Hong Kong
and Europe. Robert has particularly
enjoyed working with people whose
mother tongue is not English be-
cause of the unique challenges that it
has offered.




His other interest has been caring
for the natural environment and
wild life. He served on the Board
of Trustees with the World Wildlife
Fund (NZ) where he was awarded
a Fellowship (fwwfn) and life mem-
bership. He has also served for
several years on Executive com-
mittees of Conservation New Zea-
land devising educational pro-
grams for National Conservation
Week and the National Society of
Alcohol and Drug Dependence,
which administers respite care.

He has published several poems,
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records and CD’s of birdcalls in
New Zealand and one remains a
best seller. An enthusiastic sup-
porter of Maori culture having
worked on two major projects with
famed New Zealand composer
and singer, Hirini Melbourne.
Robert's Maori name is Ropata.
Although not a Maori himself, he is
a member of the Maori program
group at Radio 4EBFM.

Married to Anne and father of two
children and a grandfather, his son
Robert is a policeman and daugh-
ter Lydia, a geodynamicist at Cal-
tech, California.

The Sri Lankan Group of the Ra-
dio 4EB remembers with gratitude
the two training workshops he con-
ducted in 2000 and 2007. Whilst
both these workshops were suc-
cessful the workshop in 2007 was
particularly aimed at presenting a
radio program effectively. It was
titled ‘Giving a gift of a program’.
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To quote from Robert:

‘So next time you do a program,
don't just throw a jumbled assort-
ment in a plain brown paper bag.
Wrap it up in pretty paper, tie it
with a beautiful shiny ribbon and
neatly secure the whole package’.

The workshop was conducted in a
highly involving and interactive
manner, and the feed back from
the participants was excellent. The
workshop attracted a substantial
number of newcomers to the Sri
Lankan group and most of them
are now active program present-
ers.

| am sure everyone at the Radio
4EB will affectionately remember
his contribution to the 4EB com-
munity. With his abundant energy
and enthusiasm | am sure he will
continue to enjoy life exploring
new interests in his retirement. We
wish him every happiness in his
retirement — farewell Robert!!

An Overview of Radio 4EB FM 98.1

Written by a member of the Tamil
group who would like to remain anony-
mous.

The arrival of large numbers of mi-
grants from Europe, Asia, Africa and
the Far East to Queensland has cre-
ated an awareness among the law-
maker in the State Parliament that re-
sulted in creating change to migrant
and settlement policies.

The policy of assimilation prevalent in
the sixties gave way to integration poli-
cies followed in the seventies. During
this period certain flexibility was shown
by the host society who accepted the
migrants’ way of life, their food, music
and cultural features to co-exist in the
Aussie way of life. Migrant languages
and their music could be heard freely
in public places without any resent-
ment. The terms ‘ethnic pluralism’ and
‘multiculturalism’ began surfacing
within the Australian society.

Promoters of this policy of multicultur-
alism waited on the sidelines until the
government open the gates of ethnic
pluralism in the seventies. The stal-

warts of ethnic broadcasting,
mostly migrants from European
countries established a community-
based radio station in Brisbane, in
December 1979. Different language
groups formed the backbone of Ra-
dio 4EB 1053 AM with a call sign
“Sharing the World with You".

The first broadcast was aired from
a service room at the top of a
Spring Hill motel in December 1979
and later shifted its activities to a
small studio above a Greek bakery
at 249, Montague Road, West End.
In 1988, as migrants moved from
their mother countries to Queen-
sland, Radio 4EB station also mi-
grated to its current location under
the Story Bridge, at 140 Main
Street, Kangaroo Point.

Many changes have taken place in
this Technological Age not only in
the broadcasting field but also in
the administration style. Radio 4EB,
1053 AM wave band was changed
to Radio 4EB FM, 98.1 in Decem-
ber 2001. Broadcasters and Panel
operators who worked as volun-

teers in the eighties and nineties
can easily identify the changes
in the Studios and new pieces
of equipment such as Mini-
discs, MP3 Players and com-
puters replacing the old and
aged Turntables and cassette
decks.

Progress of a multicultural radio
station is measured by the addi-
tional frequencies of broadcasts
in many global languages as
well as the number of listeners
to Radio 4EB. It is proudly ac-
knowledged that these two fac-
tors have continued to increase
over the years at Radio FM
98.1.

Furthermore, the latest change
that has taken place at Radio
4EB FM 98.1 is the link created
with various lingual groups in
the world, in a true sense of
“Sharing the World with You”.
“As cold waters to a thirsty soul,
So is good news from a far
country”. (Bible, Proverbs
25.25) It is true to say that the
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An Overview of Radio 4EB FM 98.1

vital link with the people in our
motherland, created in August
2006 through the web-site is
playing an important role within
the community of Radio 4EB FM
This facility is hailed by our
members for it has brought our
motherland closer to us. Credit
and thanks go to our Administra-
tion Staff for their untiring efforts
and service.

Tamil Programming group called
“Thamil OIli” has progressed im-
mensely with help and assis-
tance rendered by the Admini-
stration Staff. The newly elected
youthful and energetic team of
Tamil Oli group members per-
form extremely well as the num-
ber of panel operators and pro-
grammers have surpassed the
expected figure put forward by
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the management of the Radio 4EB
FM. They have participated in al-
most all the activities drawn up by
the executives of the management
such as radiothon, multicultural
festivals, annual raffles and din-
ners throughout the year.

This year Radio 4EB FM will be
celebrating its thirtieth anniversary
and Tamil programming group
have decided to contribute their
time, energy and skills in making
this thirtieth anniversary celebra-
tion a success.

Finally, the Tamil Programming
Group have vowed to upheld the
three vital values enshrined in the
Mission Statement of Radio 4EB
FM namely:

a) Provision of a comprehensive
ethnic broadcasting service of a

continued

high standard

b) Promotion of the principles of
neutrality, independence, democ-
racy and diversity

c¢) Participation at all levels of mul-
ticultural radio.

Everyone in the Tamil program-
ming group — panel operators,
broadcasters and listeners are
kindly requested to follow the in-
structions and advice given by the
administration staff and members
of the the Tamil Coordinating
Group.

To all those who are associated
with Radio 4EB FM 98.1, Tamil
Programming Group wish you all
the best for 2009!

Dear Friends,

The popular stage drama
Romaya Gini Ganee starring
Sriyantha Mendis, Janaka
Kumbukage, Kusum Renu
and many other well known
actors will be staged in
Brisbane.

The performance will be at
5:00pm on Sunday 22nd
March 2009, Ormiston Col-
lege Auditorium Dundas
Street West , Ormiston, QLD
4160 (UBD 185 K12)

Ticket Prices
Adults $ 25

Concession $ 18
(University students and Pensioners)

Children $ 10

Family $ 60

(Two Adults and two unmarried
children)

Please arrive at the venue
4.45 pm for a 5 pm start

Sri Lankan Group of Radio
4EB
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Brisbane says oui oui to the Alliance FrancaiseRifelm Festival
this Thursday at Palace Centro Cinemas

Australia’s most beguiling and cos-
mopolitan festival will have it's
opening night this Thursday March
19 at Palace Centro Cinemas.
With only a few days to go before
this major cultural event, there are
still tickets available for the open-
ing night screening of Paris 36 and
after party. A celebration of all
things French including the classic
glamour of French cinema and the
modern French energy of partying
will kick things off.

The Opening night will feature the
film Paris 36 (Faubourg 36), star-
ing Gerard Jugnot in this enchant-

PRESENTS

ing hit "retro" musical from director
Christophe Barratier, who has already
been applauded worldwide for his
2004 film Les Choristes. Barratier
continues to win critical and popular
acclaim with his tale of a group of per-
formers determined to keep their be-
loved theatre from closing, amidst the
increasingly turbulent days of Paris
circa 1936.

After the screening, a party will trans-
port the audience from the historical
Paris of the 30’s to the modern energy
of a French celebration with French
canapés and wine, great current
French music and visually spectacular
entertainment.

Tickets are now on sale. Book at
Palace Centro Cinema, 39 James
Street, Fortitude Valley, 3852-
4488, or www.palacecinemas.com.
All tickets $50 and includes film
and after party.

The Alliance Frangaise French
Film Festival screens in Brisbane
from March 19-29 at Palace Bar-
racks and Palace Centro Cinemas.

Saint Patrick's Day

Saint Patrick's Day (Irish: L& 'le
Padraig or L4 Fhéile Padraig), col-
loquially St. Paddy's Day or
Paddy's Day, is an annual feast
day which celebrates Saint Patrick
(circa 385-461 AD), one of the pa-
tron saints of Ireland, and is gener-
ally celebrated on March 17.

The day is the national holiday of
Ireland. It is a bank holiday in
Northern Ireland and a public holi-
day in the Republic of Ireland and
Montserrat. In Canada, Great Brit-
ain, Australia, the United States
and New Zealand, it is widely cele-
brated but is not an official holiday.

KID’S KORNER COLOUR IN




Photo Gallery: 4EB’s 29th Birthday Party!



Photo Gallery: In the studios

L- R : The last Broadcasting & Panel Training Course of 2008, Radio 4EB’s new Generator, Sri Lankan Convenor
Jay Wickramatunga with guest

L— R : Station Manager Peter Rohweder and Michael Jozefowicz draw a 2008 Radiothon prize winner, Photos
from the 4EB German Announcer Reunion

Volunteers hard at work during the Radio 4EB Working Bee in February 2009
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Ethnic Radio Reaches Out

Written by Robert Taylor QSM

Ethnic Community radio provides listeners with a
diverse range of culturally specific information,
news, views and most importantly, companion-
ship. This last element is greatly underestimated
when it comes to appreciating the services offered
by an ethnic radio station. You can take any city,
Brisbane is no exception, it is crowded with peo-
ple but many of them are in isolation and many
extremely lonely. This loneliness is increased by
cultural, economic and language differences and it
is here that 4EBFM shines. Generally it offers a
complete and free entertainment package
wrapped in the language and customs of the lis-
tener’s country of origin, full of nostalgia and fond
memories. Most importantly an ethnic radio pro-
gram unites an otherwise fragmented society, to
come together and share their great Australian
experience. Just as you defragment a computer to
make it run better, so you can defrag’ society,
partly to assimilate but also to assist the process
of coming together and living in harmony.

Hussein Ali Ahmed, Convenor of the Radio 4EB Somali Group

Under Australian broadcasting regulations, the ABC has a
statutory obligation to provide services to all Australians but
it doesn’t and never has. ABC radio and television do an
excellent job under very difficult financial circumstances
and | can say this as a former ABC announcer and news-
reader. However they find it impossible to provide a service
outside of the English language and cannot even begin to
address the multitude of needs of such a diverse multicul-
tural society. Without ethnic community stations a large
part of the Australian community would be isolated and dis-
advantaged. So important is this voluntary role in creating
society’s harmonious cohesion, that you would think it
might receive much more government financial support and
recognition. Where are the community service awards for
ethnic broadcasters, where are the medals and plaudits? In
essence, ethnic community radio survives on a few ‘dog
bones’ tossed to it by way of a CBF annual grant and the
tremendous and enthusiastic support of ethnic communi-
ties, even though many are struggling financially them-
selves. Don’t get me wrong, the ‘dog bones’ are essential
for the station’s continued performance but the majority of
funds come from membership, annual Radiothons and
other various but necessary fund raising activities that di-
vert us from our main task, broadcasting. Broadcasters do-




nate enormous amounts of their energy, time and
own money and in my eyes are unsung heroes.

The role of the station is hampered by many nu-
merous restrictions imposed upon it, such as a
complete ban on commercial advertising and a
limit to five minutes per hour for all sponsorship.
During difficult financial times, such as we are cur-
rently experiencing, fundraising to meet the in-
creasingly enormous costs of running a station,
can be seriously affected. It has been a problem
spread over many years, even in the good times.

On Nov 13" 1923, radio burst onto the scene
shattering silent airwaves when a commercial sta-
tion 2SB in Sydney began broadcasting. A com-
mercial imperative ensured its success but it was-
n't until 6 years later, all be it a bit slow, that the
government granted a three year contract to the
Australian Broadcasting Company, destined to be
the ABC of today. They were broadcasting on a
national basis and in 1930 FARB (Federation of
Australian Radio Broadcasters) was formed.

Our local ethnic radio story doesn’t start until a
group of interested Brishane residents, including
Atlantis Projects and Financial Solutions principal
Michael Batounas, got together to discuss the
possibilities of setting up a radio station. Michael,
now a J.P. was recently interviewed by Peter
Kotis in Friday’'s Greek program and he tells a
story of the difficulties of those times, even having
to endure accusations of being communists
(shades of America’s McCarthyism) and leaping
the many hurdles put in their path, not the least
being financial. The first test signals of the Ethnic
Broadcasting Association of Queensland were
heard in 1977 emanating from the top floor of
Ridge Motel, Spring Hill. Earlier tests had been
carried out to prove the signal’s viability.

So the anomaly between not providing a service
for all Australians at the expense of non Anglo
Saxon cultures, remained from 1923 to 1977 rep-
resenting 54 years of immigration and some of the
most difficult times in the country’s history, includ-
ing world depression and war. How multicultural-
ism flourished so well in spite of the absence of
radio, says something about the determination,
courage and endurance of those early migrants
who knew only too well the pain of loneliness and
disconnection from their ‘culture familier.’ Sadly
even the few remaining icons of cultural settle-
ment are to be erased. Yungaba, the stately hos-
tel home of many a migrant who came to these
shores and who went on to grow their businesses
to contribute enormously to the country’s wealth,
is to be turned into apartments. It sits behind the
studios of 4EBFM and many feel it would better
serve ethnic communities as a migrant museum
and keep its role as a hub, a place of learning,
providing a meeting place for old and new Austra-
lians and the younger generations who follow in

7+( (% 7,0(6 3%%(

Eldin Musa of Radio 4EB’s Arabic Group

the footsteps of their parents. Long before the days of
radio Yungaba opened in 1887 and has provided an ex-
cellent immigration service for over 100 years. So impor-
tant was this role that Yungaba was listed as “protected”
on Queensland’s register in 1988 and is the last surviv-
ing purpose built immigration center in Australia.

You'd think we would have learned our hard lessons but
still migrants are coming here with limited English lan-
guage and there is no government incentive or support
to help develop the essential skills required to use exist-
ing ethnic radio communication networks. Refugees
from Somalia, Sudan and Ethiopia have fallen into the
same isolation trap of 50 years ago. As before, it is the
hard work, dedication and community fund raising by or-
ganizations like EBAQ Ltd that provides these new Aus-
tralians with the necessary training at an ethnic radio
station. By opening the doors to these people and put-
ting in the extra effort they can be empowered by ac-
cessing free training and radio 4EBFM’s airwaves,
reaching out in their own language to the many isolated
people of their community in the South East corner of
Queensland.

The strange anomaly is that the same government, that
may appear indifferent to the important communication
aspect of cultural settlement, is the ultimate benefactor
of the cooperation and development that springs from
including and involving them in Australian society; how
communication is companionship and how this helps to
become contributors and ‘defragments’ society.

How do you put a value on companionship? Well of
course you can't, it's like all things we value most, like
Yungaba, it's priceless. In spite of the best intentions
companionship is not something we can spread around
liberally without the means. Radio enters the front door
of every home willing to allow it in. Radio speaks in soft
friendly tones, talks about familiar things and plays
lovely old songs from home that remind us of happier
times and puts us back in touch with family, friends and
the broader community. It makes the migrant feel in-
cluded and also conveys important local and federal
government information, advising how best to avail our-
selves of society’s services. Being a companion is being
a friend and we could all do with a lot more of those.
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From the Inbox

Sharing with you some of the email
messages that we receive, from
our friends from all over the world.

Just wanted to say we are

listening here in Texas today and
heard your shout out- faafetai!
Thanks for your fabulous shows
each week. You always sound like
you have LOTS of FUN! Wish we
were there with you. Working on
improving our Samoan each broad-
cast- have a GREAT week!

-Terry Ferguson & Sarah Keleise
Enjoying listening to your programs
and hope for an early rise for the
SCOTTISH program.

-Frank & Anne, Gerry, Chris and
Wee Tam.




